PAET III

EUROPE

C.  CEOTRAL EUROPE
(i) Relations between Austria and Germany (1932-4)

(a) INTEOBUCTOEY

EVER since the collapse and dissolution of the great Danubian
Hapsburg Monarchy in the autumn of 1918, the internal affairs of
the residual Austrian Republic had been a matter of international
concern. This was so during the years 1932-4, which are dealt with
in the present chapter, no less than during the earlier post-war
period. There was, however, one profound and important difference
in the nature of this Austrian factor in international affairs as it
presented itself in 1919-31 on the one hand and in 1932-4 on the
other. In these latter years the Austrians astonished the World
by showing an unexpected 'dynamism3, after having so recently
astonished it by the unexpected passivity with which they had
previously acquiesced in the immoderate penalties of military defeat
and political disaster. And an Austria which had become a powder-
magazine evidently confronted Europe with a different kind of
danger from the dangerousness of another Austria which had been
a vacuum.

The pathetically passive Austria which was familiar to American
and British relief-workers during the post-war years was already on
the stage during the General War of 1914-18, before the conclusion
of the Armistice. The War was still young when Austria began to
be bullied both by her Hungarian partner in the Dual Monarchy and'
by her German ally in the camp of the Central Empires.' Oesterreich
muss bluten' became one of the 'slogans' of the German General
Staff. As early as September 1916 Germany insisted upon the estab-
lishment of a unity of command which meant, in practice, that the
Imperial-Royal Axmy became so much cannon-fodder to be con-
sumed by the Prussian war-machine. At the same time an agrarian
Hungary showed a heartless egotism in keeping her own food-supplies
to herself and allowing the whole brunt of the blockade of the Dual
Monarchy to fall upon an industrial Austria (in spite of the fact that
the two partners in the Monarchy were officially united in a Zoll-
verein). Thus Austria had been schooled, from 1915 to 1918, by her
then still undefeated partners and allies, to put up with the kind of